


Meet Your BW School Counselors, C109

Ms. McMurray
A - D

618-222-7648

Mr. Solomon
E - J

618-222-7671
Ms. Daniels

K - P
618-222-7644

Mrs. Cryder
Q - S

618-222-7646

Mrs. Koeneman
T - Z

618-222-7643

Mrs. Guinn
CAVE Counselor
618-222-7853



Junior To-Do List
■ Start your college search
■ Think about what you want in a college
■ Talk to the people who will be helping you through the college 

process (parents/guardians, school counselor, older sibling, etc)
■ Narrow your college options,  look at scholarship options at the 

schools on your list (what SAT score/GPA is required?)
■ Take college visits
■ Attend college fair(s)
■ Build your resume - leadership, involvement, service (GET 

INVOLVED)
■ Soak up the knowledge so you are prepared to apply next year
■ Prep and Take College Admission Test(s)



Senior To-Do List
Seniors - Fall Semester:
■ Sign up & meet w/School 

Counselor
■ Narrow list to 3-5 Schools
■ Complete the FAFSA (Oct. 1st)
■ Submit applications 

(recommended by Halloween)
■ Set up Parchment Acct & 

request transcripts
■ Begin Scholarship Search
■ Retake College Admission Test 

(SAT/ACT)

Seniors - Spring Semester:
■ Follow up on scholarship & 

financial aid information
■ Compare Financial Aid 

Letters/offers
■ Make final college decision
■ Complete enrollment paperwork 

for college you will attend
■ Complete Housing contract (if 

applicable)
■ Use Parchment to send Final 

Transcript



Creating A College List

★ Your Interests

★ Location

★ Selectivity

★ Size of School

★ Diversity

Things to Consider
 - What do you want in a school?

★ Academic Offerings

★ Scholarships/Cost   

★ Athletics/Division

★ Housing Options

★ Campus Life

★ Class Size

★ Admission Criteria

★ Distance from home

★ Advanced Degree Options

★ Religious Affiliation



College Search
www.bigfuture.org 

■ Plan for College
■ College Search

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search/filters?sortBy=name


Be on the lookout for emails and flyers about local 
college fairs. Typically we have 3 main fairs locally 

each year:  
 
 
 
 
 

Attend A College Fair

Next Fall 
 

Saint Louis University 
SIU-Edwardsville 

 

Spring 
 

SWIC College Fair
DATE: March 18, 2026
TIME: 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM

LOCATION: SWIC Belleville 
Campus (Varsity Gym)

 

  
 

Register at 
www.strivefair.com

http://www.strivefair.com/


★ College Reps come to Belleville West
★ College Reps come to our school to meet with 

interested students, give you more information 
and answer your questions

★ How do you know whoʼs coming?
○ Student Bulletin
○ Shared Google Calendar (Scan the QR Code)
○ Bulletin Board Signs
○ Sign up & get a pass from Ms. Clemons in 

C109 to visit with them

College Reps  at BW



The College Application
- Standard Requirements  -
★ Application (submit online)

★ Official Transcript (Parchment)
★ Test Scores (state test included on Parchment)

- School Specific  -
★ Essay (varies)

★ Letters of Recommendations (varies)
★ Personal Statement (varies)

★ Resume/List of Activities (varies)
★ Supplemental Essays (varies)



Help along the way!
Check your email, daily bulletin, and school counseling google 
classroom so you don’t miss opportunities

○ College Representatives
○ On the Spot Admissions
○ Scholarships
○ Senior Individual Conferences

- Invitation with be emailed first week of October
○ Transcript information
○ College Application Workshops
○ Career Exploration Opportunities



Other Ways We Share Info
➢ Facebook

■ BW School Counseling Office
■ Belleville West High School
■ Maroon Extras

➢ Instagram
➢ Twitter
➢ Flyers around School
➢ Morning Announcements
➢ Daily Bulletin
➢ Google Classrooms
➢ Mass Emails



School Counseling Google Classroom



College Application Workshops
Every Thursday 

in October
ALL Lunch Hours

Belleville West Library
Seniors ONLY



ISAC can help with…
● FAFSA Completion
● College Applications
● Scholarship/College Searching
● Personal Statements
● Scholarship Essays
● Career Exploration

Office Hours @  West: 
Thursdays

ALL Lunch Hours
Sign up in the Counseling Office

Walk-Ins Welcome



ON SITE ADMISSIONS - October 1, 2026
● Eastern IL University   
● Harris Stowe State University
● McKendree University
● Missouri State University
● Murray State

~ Applicaton Fee Waived                    ~ 10-15 minute appt w/Admission Counselor @ BW                                              
~ On-the-spot Admissions Decision     ~ Advanced Sign-Up Required                                            
~ Must meet requirements                   ~ Advanced Application Completion Required   

What To Expect: 

FREE On Site Admissions
● SEMO (Southeast MO State)
● SIU-Carbondale
● SIU-Edwardsville
● Western IL University
● UMSL (U of MO at St. Louis)
● Webster University



College Entrance Exams

Students will take the ACT at school during 
the Spring of their Junior Year.  Registration 

will happen here at school, No fee for this test. 

 TUESDAY, MARCH 24th
It is required for graduation!



College Entrance Exams

The State of IL is now under contract with ACT - students will no longer 
take the SAT during the school day at #201.  

Some students may choose to take it for admissions or scholarships.  Students who 
wish to test should REGISTER ONLINE at www.collegeboard.org.  If you 

already have an existing College Board Acct, it is important that you log into 
your existing account -- do NOT create a 2nd account.

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org


Advanced Placement Exams

2026 AP Testing Schedule:  College Board

AP Exam Registration is available Oct.  –Nov.    The cost is $103 for each exam.  To 
register for AP exams:  Total Registration

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/exam-administration-ordering-scores/exam-dates
http://www.totalregistration.net/AP/140265.


★ Send your official transcript quickly and securely ONLINE
★ May take 3-5 days to process. 
★ Best to set up your acct by following the link in your school email
★ Use personal email address - this account will follow you beyond 

graduation
If you have questions regarding your transcript, please contact the BW Registrar, 

at 618-222-7676 or through email at bwregistrar@bths201.org.

Two Easy Steps
#1 Create Your 

Account
#2 Order Transcripts 
on the BW Website

Transcript Requests



THE PROCESS…
Fill out a Letter of Recommendation Request Form

Give the form to the person & ask them if they would be willing 
to write your letter

■ Letters can come from school, community or church
■ Pick the person that knows you BEST

{Allow that person 2 weeks to complete the letter}

Letter of Recommendation
LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1b4juopypzZjclZrmnn_XXQj70tPF9xjiKL8mnjEMJH4/edit


Paying For College



Free Application for Federal Student Aid

When:  Application Released in October 1st (of the year prior to 

attending college)

Where: The application is online at www.fafsa.gov
To request a paper FAFSA call: 1-800-4-FED-AID       (1-800-433-3243)
 

Financial Aid/FAFSA

What can you do to prepare?
Students and parents can apply NOW 

for a FSA ID number at http://fsaid.ed.gov.

http://www.fafsa.gov/
http://www.pin.ed.gov/
http://fsaid.ed.gov/


$CHOLAR$HIP$
101



FAQ about $CHOLAR$HIP$
1. How do I find scholarships?
2. How many scholarships can I apply for?
3. Does my college/university automatically give me 

scholarships?
4. Should I still apply for scholarships even if I got a full ride 

scholarship?
5. Are there scholarships for community colleges or trade 

schools?
6. Are there scholarships for underclassmen?



COLLEGE CO$T 
2 year Community College 
(tuition + fees; no housing)

● Average In State Cost 
○ $4,843 per year 
○ 2 year Total = $9,686

● Ex. SWIC = $6,304 per year

4 year University (including housing)

● Average In State Cost
○ $27,146 per year
○ 4 year Total  = $108,584

● Average Out of State Cost
○ $45,708 per year
○ 4 year Total = $182, 832

● Ex. SIUE = $26,862 per year



PAYING for COLLEGE



$CHOLAR$HIP  BA$IC$
What is a scholarship?

➔ Money awarded to attend college that does NOT need to be paid 
back (FREE Money)

Who should apply for scholarships?

➔ Anybody seeking financial assistance to attend a university, 
college, or trade school

➔ You can apply to as many scholarships that you meet the criteria 
for

What is the benefit of a scholarship?

➔ To reduce your school cost and minimize debt



$how Me the Money
How to find scholarships?

➔ Check with the college/university
◆ Some will be merit based and automatically awarded
◆ Some you will have to apply for (research and be mindful of 

deadlines)

➔ Check with different businesses, organizations, search the internet  (ex. 
banks, restaurants, church,  etc.) 

➔ Belleville West Scholarship page

➔ Scholarship search engines
◆ Sallie Mae, Chegg, FastWeb, Scholarships.com, BigFuture/College 

Board etc.



$CHOLAR$HIP

$CHOLAR$HIP$ are a COMPETITION

How will you stand OUT?



TIP$ to APPLYING 
➔ Make time and apply

◆ Research and apply to as many 
scholarships that you meet the criteria for

◆ The more scholarships that you apply for, 
the better your chances are to win

➔ Gather documents
◆ Resume, Letter of Recommendations, 

Cover Letter



TIP$ to APPLYING 
➔ Essay

◆ Most scholarships have an essay requirement so give yourself enough 
time to write an impressive essay

◆ Have someone proofread your essay

➔ Interview
◆ Some scholarships require an interview so be prepared (practice a 

mock interview)
◆ Be professional (ex. dress, speak, be on time, etc.)
◆ Virtual interview 

● Make sure you have good internet connection, check sound, quiet 
space, clean and professional setting

◆ See Mr. Solomon additional help



➔ Save and make copies of anything that you submit because you may be able 
to reuse it (ex. Essays)

➔ Always show professionalism
◆ Avoid using emojis, abbreviations, etc. in your application and in any 

communication
◆ Your application should be free from any errors and legible (type if 

possible)
◆ Your application should be neatly organized and uploaded, sent via email, 

or mailed

➔ What is your email address??? - - - Is it professional?

➔ What does your social media look like??? CLEAN IT UP

TIP$ to APPLYING 



FAQ about $CHOLAR$HIP$
1. How do I find scholarships?

a. College website, West scholarship page, use search engines
2. How many scholarships can I apply for?

a. As many as you can find
3. Does my college/university automatically give me scholarships?

a. Yes, but some scholarships you will have to apply for
4. Should I still apply for scholarships even if I got a full ride scholarship?

a. Yes, some scholarships will not affect your scholarship status and you can use 
that money for other expenses

5. Are there scholarships for community colleges or trade schools?
a. Yes

6. Are there scholarships for underclassmen?
a. Yes, but they are a little harder to find

https://bths201.org/belleville-west-home/bw-scholarships/


FIND $CHOLAR$HIP$
➔ Belleville West Scholarship Website

➔ Scholarship Search Engines

➔ Look for scholarships on the college/university’s website
◆ Ex. Mizzou Scholarships

https://bths201.org/belleville-west-home/bw-scholarships/
https://admissions.missouri.edu/costs-aid/scholarships/freshman-scholarships/


Question & Answer Session


